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REPORT. 


With  gratitude  to  Him  who  has  bestowed  upon 
the  Colored  Orphan  Asylum  His  renewed  blessings 
from  day  to  day,  the  Managers  have  pleasure  in 
recording  its  steady  progress.  Increasing  inter- 
est is  manifested  by  children  and  care-takers. 
The  excellent  and  well-disciplined  schools  of  the 
Institution,  together  with  the  religious  and  moral 
training  of  the  children,  successfully  develope 
much  that  has  long  lain  dormant,  and  serve  to 


and  evil  associations,  to  which  too  many  of  these 
poor  children  have  been  sadly  exposed. 

During  the  past  year  no  epidemic,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  mumps,  has  visited  this  home  of  the 
homeless  child,  as  has  oftentimes  been  the  case, 
leaving  in  its  course  the  varied  phases  of  tuber- 
cular disease.  The  health  of  the  Institution  has 
been  unsurpassed,  promoted,  perhaps,  by  a  more 
effectual  sewerage  of  the  premises  and  the  im- 
proved diet  of  the  children,  which  experience  has 
taught  should  be  highly  nutritive,  productive  of 
heat,  and  anti-scorbutic,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
palatable.  Their  happy  countenances,  vigor  of 
limb,  etc.,  attest  to  their  improved  condition. 

The  Managers  still  retain  the  valued  services 
and  watchful  care  of  Dr.  James  McCune  Smith, 
whose  successful  treatment  of  the  sick,  and  his 
undiminished  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the 


eradicate  the  unmistakable 
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Institution,  lias  continued  for  eighteen  successive 
years.  They  record,  with  pleasure,  the  acceptance 
of  Dr.  James  R.  Wood  of  his  appointment  of 
Surgeon  to  the  Institution. 

He  has  given  his  services  in  the  removal  of  a 
portion  of  the  lower  jaw  of  a  suffering  little  girl, 
which  proved  an  entire  success,  and  in  the  case  of 
a  boy  of  fourteen,  who  had  been  club-footed  from 
infancy.  As  he  grew  large  and  heavy  he  became 
increasingly  disabled.  Shoemaking  was  tried  for 
a  considerable  time,  which  affected  his  chest  and 
had  to  be  relinquished.  The  plan  of  educating 
him  for  a  teacher  was  next  adopted,  and  he  dili- 
gently applied  himself  to  study,  but  his  inability 
to  walk  increased,  and  at  the  times  of  recreation, 
Robinson  was  observed  in  his  seat,  giving  no  ex- 
pression to  his  feelings.  An  operation  was  pro- 
posed, which  he  was  informed  would  occasion 
much  suffering  and  prolonged  confinement — that 
it  would  not  probably  effect  a  cure,  but  might  be 
of  great  permanent  benefit.  To  this  he  freely  con- 
sented, and  earnestly  plead  with  his  mother  to  per- 
mit it,  who  reluctantly  yielded  to  his  entreaties. 
At  the  time  of  the  operation  he  resolutely  refused 
chloroform  or  ether,  and  bore  his  sufferings  with 
manly  courage.  Five  months  have  passed,  he  is  still 
unable  to  walk,  but  is  cheerful  and  happy  in  the 
encouraging  belief  that  the  expectations  held  out 
are  being  realized. 

The  condescending  love  of  Him  who  took  little 
children  in  His  arms  and  blessed  them,  has  been 
strikingly  portrayed  from  year  to  year  by  some  of 
the  inmates  of  this  Institution. 

Daniel  Roberts  was  a  child  of  little  promise, 
and  for  several  years  a  confirmed  invalid.  His 
temper  and  habits  required  continued  forbearance 
on  the  part  of  others.  With  an  unsatisfying  ap- 
petite, he  was  feeble  and  emaciated,  this  declining, 
his   strength  utterly    failed,  and    he   felt  that 


TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT.  7 


his  term  of  life  was  nearly  closed.  Deep  con- 
victions for  sin  followed,  and,  just  as  lie  was, 
lie  boldly  approached  the  Throne  of  Grace, 
humbly  pleading  for  mercy  at  the  feet  of  his 
Redeemer,  and  He  who  condescends  to  the  low 
estate  of  His  penitent  children,  spoke  peace  to  his 
troubled  soul.  His  heart  overflowed  with  the 
goodness  of  God.  He  sent  for  the  different  officers 
of  the  house,  asking  their  forgiveness  for  dis- 
obedience. To  one  of  the  Managers  he  said  he 
was  going  to  heaven — God  had  forgiven  him. 
He  was  asked  why  he  thought  so.  "  Because," 
said  he,  "  I  feel  so  happy."  He  engaged  in  prayer 
for  her.  He  asked  that  one  of  his  brothers  that 
was  bound  out  in  New  Jersey  might  be  sent  for. 
This  request  was  granted.    His  end  was  peace. 


STATISTICS. 

Admitted  since  the  opening  of  the  Institution,    ....  ]086 

Number  of  children  at  date  of  last  report,         ....  211 

Admitted  during  the  present  year  :  boys,  43  ;  girls,  27,           -         -  70 

281 

Present  number :  boys,  121 ;  girls,  94,               -         -         -         -  215 

Indentured,   .........  26 

Returned  to  parents  by  agreement,          -----  27 

Returned  to  the  Juvenile  Asylum,         .....  1 

Sent  to  the  House  of  Refuge,        -         -         -         -         -  1 

Left  without  permission,     .......  4 

Deaths,        -        -        -        -        -         .....         -  7 

281 

TEACHER'S  REPORT. 

Number  of  Scholars  receiving  instruction  in 

the  Four  Schools,          -  192 

Do.  who  have  been  instructed  during  the  year,  284 

Alphabet  class,     ------  6 

Read  with  ease,   129 

"    imperfectly,   78 

Spell  only,    -------  43 

Simple  rules  of  Arithmetic,  -  146 

More  advanced,     ------  35 

Mental  Arithmetic,   190 

Definitions,   -   190 

Writing  in  books,   1 U  0 

"     only  on  slate?,  -       -       -       -       -  133 
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Writing  from  dictation,   129 

"     composition,     -  109 

Geography  from  books,         -  109 

"     from  outline  maps  ;  most  of  the  children. 

Drawing  in  books  and  on  cards,     -      -      -  43 

"      on  slates,   192 

United  States  History,   48 

Class  Book  of  Nature,          -  48 

Philosophy,    75 

Grammar,   48 

Of  the  70  children  admitted  this  year,  15  did  not  know  the 
alphabet. 

December  9th,  1860.  M.  A.  Young. 


The  Managers  have  been  greatly  relieved  by  a 
donation  from  the  Common  Council,  near  the 
close  of  the  last  year,  equivalent  to  their  assess- 
ments, and  for  the  necessary  attention  bestowed  by 
their  friend  and  adviser,  Wm.  F.  Mott,  Jr.  in  its 
accomplishment. 

Their  obligations  are  due  to  the  colored  friends 
of  the  Institution,  who  so  diligently  contributed 
their  time,  labor  and  means  towards  a  fair  for  its 
benefit,  held  at  Brooklyn,  the  avails  of  which, 
after  deducting  expenses,  amounted  to  $1,112  03. 

They  would  also  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
$11  37  from  the  colored  crew  of  the  steamer 
Plymouth  Kock. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  officers  of  the 
house,  to  whose  faithful  and  unwearied  services 
much  of  the  order  and  comfort  of  the  Institution 
may  be  ascribed.  Several  of  the  employees  have 
been  in  the  Institution  from  three  to  twelve  years, 
and  continue  to  discharge  their  varied  duties  with 
strict  fidelity. 

Much  responsibility  is  felt  in  providing  homes 
for  these  children.  They  are  generally  indentured 
on  farms,  at  twelve  years  old.  Boys  until  twenty- 
one  ;  girls  eighteen.  A  boy  who  fulfils  his  part  of 
the  contract,  receives  yearly  stipends,  amounting, 
at  the  end  of  the  term,  to  $100,  with  interest, 
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which  is  deposited  in  the  Bank  for  Savings,  in 
trust  for  him,  and  he  is  advised  to  make  it  a 
nucleus  for  further  deposits,  or  for  some  safe 
investment.  A  girl  receives  §30.* 

Satisfactory  accounts  have  been  received  from 
most  of  the  children  whose  terms  are  unexpired. f 

Several  of  them,  who  have  completed  their 
term  of  indenture  within  the  last  year,  have 
visited  the  Asylum  previously  to  commencing 
anew.  This  is  anticipated  with  great  pleasure, 
and  is  always  gratifying  to  the  Managers,  as  well 
as  to  the  inmates  of  the  Institution.  They  are 
encouraged  to  return  to  their  employers,  or  to  the 
neighborhood  in  which  they  have  been  brought 

There  is  observed  in  them  a  self-reliance  and 
respect  which  is  believed  to  be  the  result  of 
judicious  training. 

Stephen  Russel  was  indentured  to  A.  W. 
Thompson.  Term  of  service  expired  in  1859. 
He  has  purchased  a  house  and  garden  for  §150, 
which  he  rents  for  §25  a  year.  §50  still  remains 
in  the  Savings  Bank. 

Frank  McKeel  was  returned  to  his  relatives,  at 

  years  old,  by  agreement.    She  sent  him 

to  school  for  a  time,  after  which  he  embarked  in 
the  United  States  frigate  Roanoke,  Lieutenant 
Fairfax,  captain,  as  his  body-servant,  at  §18  a 
month  and  §4  rations,  for  the  East  Indies  and 
Cuba.  He  was  absent  three  years  and  six  months. 
On  his  return  the  captain  presented  him  with  §75, 
— he  had  paid  his  expenses  on  land  throughout 
the  voyage.  Frank  returned  with  §800,  with 
which  he  purchased  eight  lots  at  Gowanus,  Brook- 
lyn, sold  for  taxes,  four  of  which  he  sold  two 

*  $50  is  now  required  for  a  girl. 

t  Letters  from  some  of  these,  occasionally  abridged,  other- 
wise very  little  varied,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 
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years  after  for  $2,000,  which  amount  he  placed  in 
the  Seamens'  Savings  Bank.  He  is  now  in  the 
employ  of  Jackson  &  Purely,  64.7  Broadway,  at 
$8  50*  per  week. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  Frank  Potter  is  in- 
dentured states  that  he  is  a  very  intelligent  lad,  a 
great  reader,  and  conversant  on  almost  any  sub- 
ject. 

Some  of  the  larger  boys  are  taught  shoemaking 
before  leaving  the  Institution. 

In  closing  their  financial  year,  the  Managers 
find  themselves  encumbered  with  a  heavy  debt, 
and  feel  again  required  to  solicit  assistance. 
Little  personal  aid  has  been  received  within  the 
last  six  months,  and  a  family  of  240  persons, 
children  and  officers  inclusive,  requiring  support. 
Wages,  winter  fuel,  and  clothing  are  to  be  sup- 
plied, and  repairs,  demanding  attention,  have  in- 
creased the  indebtedness. 

Institutions  of  more  recent  origin  are  justly 
claiming  the  sympathies  of  the  public,  but  should 
this  be  a  cause  for  the  neglect  of  one  whose  course, 
from  its  foundation,  has  been  steadily  progressive, 
and  stands  almost  alone  in  the  support  of  its 
peculiar  object?  But  when  it  is  remembered  that 
the  colored  people  of  this  city  are  excluded  from 
most  lucrative  employments,  that  little  encourage- 
ment is  given  to  raise  their  condition,  and  that  a 
small  comparative  amount  is  afforded  to  relieve 
their  distress  ;  that  but  few  of  the  public  charities 
of  this  city  afford  aid  to  their  suffering  poor, 
may  we  not  hope  that  this  appeal  will  awaken  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  and  that  the  claims  of  the 
colored  orphan  will  be  remembered  ? 

"  For  the  needy  shall  not  always  be  forgotten  : 
the  expectation  of  the  poor  shall  not  perish  for 
ever."— Psalm  9. 18. 

Anna  H.  Shotwell,  Secretary. 

N.  Y.,  12th  ino,  10th,  1860. 
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PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Managers  of  the  Colored  Orphan  Asylum  of  the  City 
of  New  York  : 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  present  the  following  report 
of  the  sickness  and  mortality  in  the  Colored  Orphan  Asylum, 
for  the  year  ending  Nov.  26th,  1860. 

Cases  of  Sickness,  Boys,  38 ;  Girls,  46 ;  Total,  84. 

Mortality,  Boys,  4  ;  Girls,  3  ;  Total,  7. 

The  whole  number  of  children  during  the  year  in  the 
Asylum  was  281.  The  proportion  of  the  sick  was  1  in  3*36. 
The  proportion  of  mortality  was  1  in  40,  presenting  the 
smallest  proportion,  both  of  sickness  and  mortality,  which 
has  occurred  since  the  foundation  of  the  Asylum.  The  year, 
moreover,  has  been  an  exceedingly  healthy  one  in  the  city. 

The  only  epidemic  during  the  year  was  the  mumps 
{Parotitis,)  which  attacked  twenty-five  of  the  children. 

The  diminished  number  of  cases  and  fatality  of  consump- 
tion is  most  gratifying,  and  is  doubtless  promoted  by  the 
improved  diet. 

I  beg  to  congratulate  the  Managers  in  having  secured  the 
distinguished  services  of  Dr.  James  R.  Wood,  as  Surgeon  to 
the  Institution.  On  the  21st  June,  he  operated  on  Robinson 
Penton  for  club  feet,  an  operation  which  is  nearly,  and  in 
a  few  weeks  will  be  entirely,  successful. 

Appended  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the  cases  of  sickness 
and  mortality,  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

James  McCune  Smith. 

15  North  Moore  street,  Nov.  30th,  1860. 

CASES  OF  SICKNESS. 
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TREASURER'S 

Dr.  The  Association  for  the  benefit  of  Colored  Orphans,  in  account  with  Ellen  S. 


To  cash  paid  Salaries,  including  Shoemakers',   $1970  66 

Wages   1241  35 

"        for  Provisions,   5902  70 

"        for  Bedding  and  Clothing,  including  leather  for  shoes,.  1796  26 

"        Sundry  house  expenses,  including  horse  and  wagon, . . .  1250  94 

"        Coal  and  wood,   914  57 

Gas,   252  27 

"        Expenses  of  Hospital,  including  Physician's  salary  and 

board  of  sick  in  country,   283  66 

"        Expenses  of  Funerals  and  Coffins,   45  75 

"        Printing  Report,  etc.,   81  50 

"        Repairs  to  buildings,   1080  88 

To  balance  on  hand,   1  38 

$14,821  92 

Unpaid  bills  December  1st,  1860,   $2591  27 

Deducting  balance  on  hand,   1  38 


$2,589  89 

A  part  of  these  payments  were  bills  belonging  to  last  year. 


Dr.   The  Association  for  the  benefit  of  Colored  Orphans,  in  account  with  Ellen  S. 

To  cash  paid  Teachers'  Salaries,   $1000  00 

"      balance  for  new  school  buildings,   144  21 

"      Books  and  Stationery,   177  96 

"      Board  of  Teachers   862  63 


$2,184  80 


Dr.  The  Association  for  the  benefit  of  Colored  Orphans  in  ac.  with  Ellen  S.  James, 


To  cash  paid  Committee  for  Orphans   $134  00 

Counterfeit  bill,   5  00 

Stipend  money  forfeited  on  account  of  children  leav- 
ing their  places,  and  appropriated  by  vote  of  the  Board  and 

Advisers  to  General  Fund,   300  00 

"         Balance  due  from  General  Fund,   154  85 

"         Balance  on  hand  in  Savings  Bank,   827  74 


$1,421  59 
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James,  Treasurer,  from  December  1,  1859,  to  December  1,  1860.  Cr. 

Bv  balance  last  Annual  Report,   $1  83 

"Board  of  Children,  by  Comptroller  of  City   6078  87 

Relatives,   '  1090  50 

Board  of  Six  Teachers,   862  63 

Donations  and  Subscription?,   2642  06 

Interest  on  Bonds,   542  50 

State  appropriation  for  1859,   1843  14 

Avails  of  Exhibition,   292  77 

Legacy  of  Susan  James,     195  62 

Proceeds  of  the  Fair  of  the  Colored  People  of  Brooklyn,   1112  03 

Colored  crew  of  steamer  Plymouth  Rock,   11  37 

Collection  at  St.  Phillip's  Church,   36  08 

Proceeds  of  Thanksgiving  Festival,   46  75 

Sundries,   65  75 


$14,821  92 

The  undersigned  have  examined  the  above  account  and  find  proper  vouchers 
for  the  several  payments,  showing  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of 
one  dollar  and  thirty-eight  cents. 

SAM'L  WILLETS, 
JOS.  B.  COLLINS. 


James,  Treasurer  of  School  Money,  from  Dec.  1,  1859,  to  Dec.  1,  1860,  Cr. 

By  balance  last  Annual  Report,  .'   $  10 

Cash  from  Board  of  Education   1904  95 

Dividends  on  Mechanics'  Bank  Stock,*   244  75 

Interest  on  Bonds   35  00 

$2,184  80 

The  foregoing  account  has  been  examined  and  found  correct. 

SAM'L  WILLETS. 


*  Given  for  school  purposes  only. 


Trustee  of  Orphans'1  Stipend  Fund,  from  Dec.  1,  1859  to  Dec.  1,  1860.  Cr. 

By  balance  last  Annual  Report,   $114  72 

Masters'  Annual  Payments,   666  CO 

Interest  on  Bonds,   182  00 

Interest  on  Funds  in  Savings  Bank,   4  02 

Amount  due  last  year  from  General  Fund,   454  85 


$1,421  59 

This  account  has  been  examined  and  found  correct. 

SAM'L  WILLETS. 
JOS.  B.  COLLINS. 
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PATRONS, 


(By  contributing  Fifty  dollars  within  the  last  five  years.) 


James  Boorman, 
Sarah  B.  Brown, 
Henry  Chauncey,  Jr., 
James  Lenox, 
Miss  Lenox, 
Miss  H.  Lenox, 
James  Nalor, 
J.  J.  Phelps, 
Edward  Woolsey, 
Samuel  Willets, 
Emily  Willets, 


Sarah  A.  Willets, 
Eliza  P.  Stewart, 
Eliza  P.  Gurney,  Burlington, 

K  J., 
J.  Watts  De  Peyster, 
0.  V.  S.  Roosevelt, 
Robert  Stuart, 
Joseph  Sampson, 
John  Campbell, 
Wm.  L.  Kiug, 
Benjamin  Tatham, 
Margaret  Ann  Willets. 


LIFE  MEMBERS, 


(By  contributing  Twenty-five  dollars  within  the  last  five 
years.) 


John  Bard, 
Miss  Bronson, 
A.  Beers, 
John  Caswell, 
Benjamin  G.  Clark, 
Thomas  Eddy, 
Amos  R.  Eno, 
Mrs.  Dodge, 
Mary  Few, 
Wm.  M.  Halsted, 
Seabury  Brewster, 
Miss  Floyd, 
D.  W.  James, 
Elizabeth  B.  Collins, 
James  Barnet, 
John  T.  Johnson, 
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James  B.  Schieffelin, 
George  T.  Trimble, 
Marcus  Spring, 
Dr.  Joseph  Taylor,  Burling- 
ton, N".  J., 
John  D.  Wright, 
James  B.  Wright, 
Henry  Young, 
Mrs.  James  Brown, 
Samuel  Baley,  England, 
John  Watts  De  Peyster, 
Mrs,  Ray, 

Mrs.  James  Suydam, 
Rutsen  Suckley, 
Alexander  Stewart, 
E.  Woolsey, 
F.  Wheelwright, 
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SUBSCRIBERS,  PAID  IN  1860. 


Alsop,  Mrs.  J.  W   $3 

Alley,  Mrs.  Saul   5 

Allen,  Mrs.  Horatio   3 

Aspinwall,  Mrs.  W.  H   5 

Ashton,  Mrs  G.  W   3 

Aspinwall,  Miss  Louisa  (3  years . ) .  9 

Anthon,  Mrs.  Edward   3 

Bowne,  Mrs.  Rob't   5 

Ball,  Black  &  Co.,   3 

Beadle,  Mrs.  E.  L   3 

Birdsall,  Caroline  W   5 

Bliss,  Mrs.  George   3 

Bowne,  Elizabeth   3 

Bowne,  Robert   3 

Bowne,  Emily  L   5 

Brasher,  Miss*.   3 

Bronson,  Mrs.  Arthur   5 

Bronson,  Frederic  (3  years)   9 

Bronson,  Mrs.  Frederic   3 

Brown,  Mrs.  James  A   3 

Brevoort,  Meta   5 

Bull,  Mrs.  Wm  G   3 

Brown,  Mrs.  James   10 

Brown,  Mrs.  R.  1   3 

Brown,  Mrs.  Margaret  (for  2  years)  6 
Brown,  Mrs.  Alexander  (2  years)  10 

Bridge,  Mrs.  Lewis   5 

Burling,  Eleanor   3 

Battell,  Joseph   10 

Collins,  Robert  B   5 

Carpenter,  Sarah  Ann   3 

Chauncv,  Miss  H   5 

Chrystie,  Mrs.  Albert  10 

Clark,  Ann  M   3 

Cock,  Margaretta   3 

Cobb,  George   10 

Coit,  Mrs.  Henrv  A.  (2  years)   6 

Colden,  Mrs.  Daniel  C   5 

Codwise,  Mrs.  David   5 

Collins,  Hannah  W   10 

Collins,  E.  B   5 

Conkling,  Mrs.  F.  A   3 

Corning,  Mrs.  J.  B   3 

Corning.  Mrs.  E.  K  10 

Clark,  Hull   5 

Chardovovne,  Thomas  E   5 

Collins,  Sarah  W   3 

Cockcroft,  Miss  Cornelia   3 

Couch,  Mrs.  Wm   5 

Crane,  Mrs.  Theodore   5 

Cooledge,  Mrs   3 

Cogswell,  Mrs   5 

Cobb,  Mrs   3 

Conkling,  Mrs.  F.  A   3 


[Collins,  Robert  B   5 

|Dav,  Anna  B   5 

Day,  Mary  K   5 

T>elafield,  Mrs.  Dr   5 

De  Forest,  Mrs.  G   3 

De  Forest,  Mrs.  B   5 

De  Forest,  Mrs.  H.  G   3 

De  Peyster,  J.  Watts,   5 

Downer,  Mrs.  Samuel   3 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Wm.  E   5 

Draper,  Mrs   5 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Wm   5 

Dodge,  Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Jun   5 

Davis,  Mrs.  Bancroft   10 

Dissosway,  Mrs   3 

Dickinson,  Anua  W   3 

Davis,  Wm.  E   3 

Eno,  Mrs.  L.  Jane   5 

Fly,  Mrs   3 

Egleston,  Mrs.  David  S   3 

Few,  Mary   10 

Frazer,  Thomas   5 

Field,  Richard   5 

Gerry,  Mrs.  T.  R   3 

Gelston,  M.  Jane   5 

Gracie,  Mrs.  Robert   3 

Grav,  J.  A.  C   10 

Green,  Mrs.  J.  C   5 

Grinnel,  Mrs.  Henry   3 

Gilbert,  Mrs.  Clinton   3 

Glover,  Miss  M   3 

Hoffman,  Mrs.  L.  M   3 

Hall,  Francis   3 

Hancock,  Sarah   5 

Harvev,  Mrs.  Mary   3 

Haydock,  Hannah  W   3 

Hicks,  Miss  A.  T                      -  -  3 

Hoadley,  Mrs   3 

Hoyt,  Mrs.  Lydia   3 

Holden,  Mrs.  Horace   3 

Hyatt,  Mrs.  E   5 

Hyde,  Edwin   3 

Hussey,  Margaret  C   3 

Hull,  Caroline  C   10 

Hosack,  Emily   2 

Irwin,  David   5 

Jaffrey,  Mrs   10 

Jesup,  Mrs.  Morris  K   3 

Jones,  Miss  Mary  S   5 

Jones,  Mrs.  James   5 

James,  Mrs.  D.  Willis   5 

Kelly,  Mrs.  Robert   5 

Kelly,  M.  J   5 

Ketchum,  Mrs.  Morris   3 
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Knox,  Mrs.  J.  H   3 

Kennedv,  Mrs.  R.  L   5 

Kelly,  Richard.   3 

King,  Henry  L   5 

Kissam.  IOsb  Maria   3 

Laight,  Mrs.  Henry   5 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  Aifred  X   5 

Lawrence,  Mrs.  George   3 

Lawson,  Miss  C   5 

Langdon,  Mrs.  Walter   5 

Lee.  Mrs.  James  L   3 

Lefferts,  Mrs.  Helen   3 

Livingston,  Mrs.  Edward   10 

Livingston,  Mrs.  Maturin   5 

Langiord,  Mrs.  T.  A    3 

Lewis,  Clarissa   5 

Marshall,  Edward.   5 

Maekey,  Win   5 

Matthews.  Win   10 

Mitchell,  Eunice   5 

Harford,  Mrs   3 

Murray,  Hannah  S   3 

Murray,  Golden   5 

Murray.  Miss  Mary   5 

Murray.  Sarah  S.."   3 

Noyes*  Curtis  W   10 

Ostrauder,  Susan  B   3 

Palen,  Mrs.  George   5 

Palen,  Mrs.  "Wm   5 

Pell,  Mrs.  J.  A   3 

Phelps,  Mrs.  Anson  G   5 

Phelps,  Mrs.  J.  J   10 

Phelps,  Mrs.  G.  D   5 

Phelps,  Mrs.  Isaac  N   5 

Phelps,  Ellen  A   3 

Palmer,  Mrs   3 

Pickerell.  Mrs.  W.  C   5 

Paxon,  Elizaheth  D   3 

Paxou,  Fanny   3 

Post,  Mrs.  Wm   5 

Pvne,  Mrs.  John   5 

Parke,  Mrs.  C.  F   2 

Phelps,  Mrs.  J.  C   5 

Paxon,  S.  C   4 

Putman,  Mrs   5 

Roswell,  Mrs.  C.  H   5 

Remsen,  Mrs.  Wm   3 

Roberts,  Mrs.  A.  M   3 

Roosevelt,  Mrs.  C.  V.  8   3 

Roosevelt,  Theodosia   3 

Rodgers.  Mrs.  J.  K   3 

Russel,  Mrs.  Charles  H   5 

Rhinelander,  Mrs.  Serena.   3 

Skidmore,  Mrs.  S.  T   5 

Sands,  Paulina  M   5 

SekiefiMin,  H.  H   5 

Schieffelin,  S.  B   5 

Shotwell,  A.  H   3 

Sheaffe,  Mrs   5 

Sheaffe,  Mrs.  J.  F   5 

Skeel,  Mrs.  R   5 

Skidmore,  Mrs.  Wm  B   5 

Smith,  Miss  Mary   3 


Stevens,  Mrs.  Bryan  K   3 

Skidmore,  Samuel  S   5 

Stuart,  Mrs.  L   S 

Stuart,  Mrs.  James   3 

Stewart,  Eliza  B   3 

Stokes,  Mrs.  James   5 

Stokes,  Mrs.  Henrv   3 

Stokes,  Mrs.  B.  G.*   5 

Strong,  Mrs.  Amelia   3 

Snckley,  Miss   3 

Suydam,  Mrs.  James  (3  years)   0 

Stewart,  Miss  Louisa  S   3 

Strange,  Mrs.  E.  B.  (3  years)   13 

Stewart,  Miss  Sarah  L.I   3 

Stewart,  Mrs.  Lispenard.   3 

Shaffer,  Mrs.  C   3 

j  Sands,  Mrs.  Austen  (annual)   2 

i  Shultze,  Jackson   5 

I  Spencer,  Mrs.  L.  (2  years)   10 

i  Saltus,  Mrs   5 

Schieffelin,  H.  M   3 

Stone,  Mrs.  D.  L   3 

Stewart,  Mr.  R.  L   5 

Taber,  Anna  F   3 

Thurston,  Wm.  R   5 

Thome,  Lydia  A   5 

Titus,  Caroline   3 

Titus,  Matilda  S.  (annual)   2 

Townsend,  Mrs.  J.  J   5 

Taylor,  Mrs.  Isaac  E   3 

Tatham,  Rebecca   3 

Tyson,  W.  A.  and  wife  (annual) . .  2 

Tatmn,  Anna   3 

Underhill,  Marv  H   3 

Underbill,  Alice  L   3 

Underbill,  Marv  F   3 

Underhill,  Abby  K   3 

Underhill,  Sarah  Ann   3 

Underhill,  Sarah  F   3 

Underhill,  Elizabeth  B   10 

Underhill,  Hannah  L   3 

Underhill,  Lydia  G   3 

Van  Hosen,  Mary   3 

Van  Antwerp,  Mrs.  S   3 

Van  Sandtvoort,  Mrs.  E   3 

Van  Schaick,   3 

Vail,  Maria  A   3 

Vermilya,  Mrs.  Wm.  M   3 

Van  Xostrand,  Mrs   3 

Wigham,  Mary   5 

Wheeler  Marv   3 

:  Willets,  Maria   3 

Willets,  Lvdia   5 

White,  Julia   3 

Willets,  Sarah  II   10 

Wilkin  s,  Mrs.  G.  M   5 

Wood,  Mary  Anna   3 

Wright,  Amelia   5 

Wilks,  Miss  Ann   3 

Woolsev,  Cecil   3 

Walker,  Richard   3 

Whitehead,  Mrs.  Rachel   10 

Young,  E.  M  
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Through  Jane 

Burke,  John  

Barckley,  J.  H  

Gallup,  S.  M  

Palen,  George   5  00 

Fawcett,  F   5  00 

Frazier,  Thomas   5  00 

Isham,  Wm.  B   5  00 

Isham,  S   5  00 

Isham,  C.  H   5  00 

Skeel,  R   5  00 

Bailey,  J.  H   5  00 

Hyde,  Isaac   5  00 

Palen,  Wm   5  00 

Reed,   5  00 

Through  Caroline  Stokes. 

A  Fair  by  C.  S.  children,   40  23 

A  Friend,   1  00 

A  Friend,-   10  00 

Bidwell,  Mrs.  M   3  00 

Denny,  Mrs.  Thomas,   5  00 

Through  Mary  Few. 

Chrystie,  Frances   10  00 

Few, Mary   55  00 

Through  Mary  K.  Day. 
Taylor,  Dr.  Joseph,  of  Burling- 
ton, New  Jersey   25  00 

Through  Anna  H  Shotwell. 

Bewley,  Samuel  (Ireland). ...  24  00 

Gallup,  S.  M   5  00 

Gurney,  Eliza  P.  Burlington, 

New  Jersey   50  00 

Hyde,  Isaac   5  00 

Hoe,  T   1  00 

Jones,  Mrs.  Elizabeth   5  00 

Jay,  Eliza  C   20  00 

McNiel,   2  00 

Post,  Lydia   5  00 

Shultze,  Jackson   5  00 

Suydam,  Mrs.  James   9  00 

A  Visitor,   1  00 

Young,  Henry   25  00 

Green,  George  E   1  00 

Kinney,  Eliza   1  00 

Tatham,  Benjamin   50  00 

Smith,  Emily  (colored)  a  gift 

of  gratitude,   5  00 

Cash   10  00 

Tyson,  Wm.  A.  and  wife,   2  00 

Smith,  Dr.  J.  McCune   6  00 


50  00 
5  00 


46  00 

Through  H.  W.  Collins. 

Collins,  Richard  S   10  00 

Wright,  J.  D   25  00 

Wright,  J.  B   25  00 

Through  S.  F.  Underhill. 

Marshall,  Edward.   10  00 

Caswell,  John,  annual   25  00 

Titus,  Matilda,  annual   2  00 

Hosack,  Eliza,  annual   2  00 

Through  Elizabeth  Bourne. 

Lady  Franklin,   5  00 

Through  Anna  F  Willis. 

Clark,  Benjamin  G,   25  00 

Through  Mrs.  I.  I.  Phelps. 

Post,  Mrs.  Van   3  00 

Witlock,  Mrs   3  00 

Young,  Henry   25  00 

Wheelwright,  Benj.  F   25  00 

Through  Wm.  E.  Davis,  Superintendent' 

Beers,  A   25  00 

Steamer  Plymouth  Rock   11  37 

Davis,  Rosalie   2  00 

Cash,   1  00 

A  Visitor,   1  00 

Through  S.  M.  Phelps. 

Barker,  Miss  C   5  00 

Phelps,  Isaac  N   50  00 

Grosvenor,  Mrs   5  00 

A  FrieLd   5  00 

Burnham,  Mrs.  Gordon   10  00 

Judah,  Henrietta.   10  00 

Sandford,  Mrs.  S.  E   10  00 

Whitlock,  Mrs   10  00 

Battell,  Joseph   10  00 

Lockwood,  Joseph  B   10  00 

Through  Mrs.  Dodge. 

Dodge,  Mrs   25  00 

A  Friend,   5  00 

A  Friend,   2  00 

Dodge,  Mrs.  W.  E   6  00 

Through  Mrs.  D.  W.  James. 

Halsted,  W.  M   25  00 


D  ONATIOjnS. 


Icn. 


$5  00 
5  00 

r  nn 


Campbell,  John  

Corning,  Miss  Anna.  

Collection  on  Thanksgiving 
dav   


IS 
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A  Friend   5  00 

E.  J   3  00 

A  Friend,   5  00 

Wheeler,  Mr   3  00 

Sherman,  Edward   3  00 

Stuart,  Mr.  J   2  00 

Through  Lucy  Jane  Eno. 

A  Friend   5  00 

Eno,  Amos  F   5  00 

Through  E.  B.  Stuart. 

Depeyster,  J.  Watts,   25  00 


A  Friend,   2  00 

Through  Mrs.  Shaffer. 

Galaten,  Mrs   1  CO 

A  Ladv,   2  00 

Through  Mrs.  Roosevelt. 

Johnson,  John  J   25  00 

Croskey,  Mr.  Robert   20  00 

Roosevelt   150  00 

Through  S.  S.  Murray. 

Lenox,  Miss   50  00 

Lenox,  Miss  H   50  00 


MISCELLANEOUS  DONATIONS. 


Mrs.  Maroney  two  pincushions. 

Mrs.  Lyons  S10,  being  a  subscription  from  the  boarders  of  the  Sailor's  Home, 

for  a  Christmas  dinner. 
Mrs.  Lyons — Smith  <fc  White,  sundries  for  show-case,  valued  at  $12. 
Mrs.  James,  a  box  of  candies  for  the  children. 

Mr.  Walduek,  500  New-Year's  cake  for  the  children,  and  four  baskets  of  cake. 
Mrs.  Roswell,  a  large  box  of  useful  presents  for  the  children — a  quantity  of 
mats. 

Mrs.  J.  X.  Phelps,  So  worth  of  stockennets. 
Several  of  the  Managers,  S6  to  purchase  caps,  <fcc.  for  the  boys. 
Mr.  Miller,  through  Mrs.  S.  Willet,  three  barrels  of  apples. 
Messrs.  Halsted  <fc  Haines,  15  white  quilts,  10  pair  of  gloves,  one  piece  of  flan- 
nel, and  10  silk  pocket  handkerchiefs. 
Mr.  A.  B.  Sands,  84  50,  to  purchase  apples. 
Mrs.  Strange,  one  dozen  hot  water  dishes. 

Mr.  John  A.  Gilbert,  one  dozen  knives  and  forks,  through  Mrs.  Barling. 

Mrs.  Dodge,  a  quantity  of  books  for  Library. 

Mr.  S.  N.  Dodge,  two'barrels  of  turnips. 

Several  of  the  Managers,  articles  for  the  show-case. 

Miss  Day,  twenty-two  volumes  for  the  Library,  and  cakes  for  the  children. 
Mr.  A.  B.  Sands,  through  Miss  Day,  forty-two' volumes  for  the  Library. 
Mrs.  Cheeseman,  300  cakes. 

Dr.  J.  McC.  Smith,  $6  to  purchase  apples  for  the  children,  and  a  quantity  of 

medicine,  at  different  times.  • 
Mr.  E.  Wood,  Albany  county,  17  dresses,  &c,  and  cash  SI. 
Mrs.  Lorana  Thompson,  two  barrels  of  apples, 
The  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities,  two  barrels  of  apples. 
An  Unknown  Friend,  two  barrels  of  apples  and  a  quantity  of  toys  and  books. 
Mr.  William  Couch,  two  barrels  of  apples. 


For  Thanksgiving  Festival. 

Mrs.  Hull,  two  barrels  of  apples. 

Mrs.  H.  E.  Lawrence,  one  barrel  of  apples. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Collins,  one  basket  of  apples. 

Messrs.  Hurd  &  Oliver,  8  drums  of  figs. 

Mr.  Edward  Tatum,  one  barrel  of  apples. 

Mrs.  James  Stokes,  12  turkeys  and  5  geese. 

Mrs.  Paxon,  two  barrels  of  yellow  meal. 

Mrs.  H.  K.  Miller,  one  bag  of  nuts. 

Mrs.  John  Phelps,  one  ham  and  one  turkey. 

Mr.  John  L.  Moore,  one  turkey. 

Mr.  Robert  Nooney,  one  turkey. 

Mrs.  White.  14  pies  and  a  basket  of  rusk?. 


EXTKACTS  FROM  A  FEW  OF  THE  CHILD- 
LETTEES — 


SLIGHTLY  PUNCTUATED,  BUT  OTHERWISE  VERY  LITTLE  VARIED, 


Fraxklin,  Dec.  1st,  A.  D.  1860. 
Dear  Friends— 1  am  about  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  Noble 
success  you  have  bad  in  training  up  those  you  have  had  and  are 
still  in  charge  of.  Many  a  Child  has  been  snatched  away  from 
poverties  cold,  relentless  grasp  and  placed  in  that  happy  Home, 
where  they  can  live  as  they  never  lived  before.  Friends  !  onward 
with  courage  high,  for  the  work  you  have  begun  will  crown  your 
Brows  with  Laurels  and  your  Hearts  with  triumphant  Satisfaction. 
Fire  the  Zeal  of  Love  and  plai.t  the  Seed  of  Rightiousness ;  tare 
from  them  their  inclinations  for  doirjg  wrong.  Friends !  permit 
me  to  give  you  a  short  sketch  of  my  life,  beginning  from  the  time 
my  Mother  Died  to  the  present  time.  Eleven  years,  or  say  twelve 
years  ago,  their  could  have  been  see  a  boy  filled  full,  even  to  Tun- 
ing over,  of  the  capricis,  tricks,  and  what  all  i  don't  know,  and  a 
naughtier  Son  never  Mother  had.  That  boy  never  met  any  poor, 
decriped  old  man  or  woman  (for  now  he  speaks  more  reverently) 
without  taunting  or  teasing  them  in  a  rideculous  manner.*  One 
night  their  was  going  to  be  a  fireman's  parade,  which  filled  his 
mind  with  great  excitement.  What  to  do  about  this  little 
affair  was  a  matter  of  a  considerable  interest.  As  for  runing 
away,  he  did  not  care  much  about  doing  that  in  the  night,  so 
nothing  to  do  but  to  ask  mother ;  but  pleasantly  came  the  re- 
sponse— uTes,  if  you  will  promise  to  be  home  before  bed-time." 
Forthwith  came  the  promise — "  i  will."  Away  went  the  boy, 
Rank  and  file  in  with  other  boys  of  the  same  stamp,  and  a  good 
time  turned  out  generally.  After  the  procession  passed  far  up  that 
long  street,  this  young  boy  came  Home,  and,  finding  all  to  bed, 
(more  luck  than  good  management,  however)  he  got  in  bed  prety 
quick.  The  next  morning,  on  arising,  mother  was  up  and  doing 
her  Household  work.  That  morning  Sealed  my  fate  for  the  future. 
41  George,  get  up  and  rub  one  of  my  limbs  while  I  rub  the  other." 
I  arose  and  asked,  "Mother,  what  is  the  matter,"  seeing  my 
Mother  writh  under  a  torturing  pain, — (where  is  their  a  more  ex- 
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cruciating  than  the  cholorah,  for  this  is  what  she  had)— and  hefor 
night  i  was  an  Orphan.  Oh !  the  heart-rending  grief  that  i  endured 
that  day  i  will  never  forget,  if  my  steps  grow  so  old  that  i  totter  for 
want  of  support.  That  Day  their  were  Children  thrown  on  the 
world  for  the  charity  of  benevolent  people.  The  next  Day  i  was  on 
my  way  for  a  new  Home.  From  that  day  to  this  i  have  been  a 
changed,  or,  in  other  words,  a  reformed  boy ;  but,  from  that  day 
to  this,  i  have  not  seen  my  Father.  Oh !  when  will  Children  learn 
to  honour  their  fathers  an  mothers  ?  Will  the  time  come  when  i 
shall  see  My  Mother.  Oh  !  sad  to  say,  not  untill  the  grave  gives 
up  their  Dead.  Many  a  time  i  have  sit  myself  down  and  wept  and 
mourned  the  loss  of  Mother.  It  seems  as  though  i  could  give  up 
all  hope^.  of  geting  a  long  when  i  think  of  my  Mother.  Oh!  what 
is  Home  without  a  Mother. 

[Original.] 

My  Mother's  Spirit  doth  always  Sing 

my  Son  prepare  for  eternity  ; 
Dark  clouds  may  around  you  fling, 
but  Obey  thy  god  and  Deity. 

Geo.  Wesley  Thompson. 
Excuse  bad  writing  as  well  as  bad  spelling. 

Yours  truly,  Geo.  Wesley  Thompson. 


*  He  was  not  alone  in  this  wickedness. 


West-Haven,  April  14th,  1860. 

Bear  Sir, — I  enclose  you  $5,  being  the  amount  due  on  the  inden- 
ture of  Sarah  L.  Price.  I  would  have  sent  it  a  few  days  sooner, 
but  was  mucb  engaged  at  Easton  with  my  duties.  I  send  also  a 
note  from  Sarah  for  one  of  the  ladies  of  your  excellent  institution. 
Please  send  a  receipt.  I  may  add  that  Sarah  has  been  well  during 
the  year,  and  has  oeen  good  as  heretofore.  We  have  been  well 
pleased  with  her  and  Mrs.  Tell  has  learned  her,  so  that  she  can 
bake  and  cook  and  do  almost  any  kind  of  housework. 

As  Sarah  is  so  good,  after  her  time  expires  I  hope  that  you  will 
be  able  to  send  me  another  girl,  so  that  I  can  have  her  when 
Sarah's  time  expires. 

1  remain,  yours  truly,  Henry  Jell. 


West-Haven,  March  29th,  1860. 
IlissA.  IT.  5.,— As  I  had  a  little  time  this  evening,  I  thought  I 
would  write  to  you.  I  am  very  well  and  enjoying  myself  very 
much.  The  meeting  house  has  lately  burnt  down.  Some  think  it 
was  set  on  lire,  but  others  think  it  took  fire  itself.  The  people 
have  commenced  building  another.  It  is  much  larger  than  the 
other  was.  We  have  had  our  donation  visit.  We  had  it  two  nights, 
and  I  had  a  very  nice  time  Mr.  Tell  has  been  having  his  house 
painted.  It  is  done  now,  and  it  looks  very  nicely.  They  are 
building  a  great  many  new  houses  in  West-Haven.  We  have  got 
a  little  dog  named  Sport.  Every  night  we  cover  him  up  on  the 
louno-e  where  he  sleeps.  Wben  we  feed  him,  he  has  a  way  of  doing 
which  I  call  talking.  I  think  he  knows  as  much  as  some  of  your 
girls  and  boys.   Mr.  Brown  has  his  examination  one  week  from 
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to-day.  I  expect  to  go  if  nothing  happens.  I  went  last  year  and 
enjoyed  myself  very  much.  Mr.  Brown  keeps  a  large  boarding 
school  for  boys.  He  has  twenty-five  boarders  and  twenty-eight 
day  scholars.  He  is  a  nice  gentleman,  and  every  body  likes  him. 
Give  my  love  to  all  the  girls.  I  must  close  now,  for  it  is  getting 
late.  Sarah  L.  Price. 


Peekskill,  March  26th,  1860. 
Dear  Mr.  Davis. — I  take  the  opportunity  to  write  you  about  what 
a  nice  place  I  have ;  they  have  a  nice  house ;  they  have  horses, 
oxen,  cows,  chicks,  corn,  oats,  rye,  and  nice  farm.  I  wait  upon 
the  table  and  go  to  door.  I  have"  a  good  home,  have  plenty  to  eat 
and  wear,  and  am  thankful  to  God.  I  get  a  Bible  lessen  every 
Sunday,  and  say  it  to  Mr.  Hyatt.  I  have  a  good  home.  I  like 
Mr.  Hyatt  and  Mrs.  Hyatt  and  Mrs.  Fountain,  and  the  little  boys. 
I  wish  you  could  all  see  me  ;  I  am  big,  fat.  and  brad  across  the 
sholders,  eating  pan  cakes,  ham,  and  coffee.  Dear  Mr  Davis,  I 
thank  you  for  doing  so  much  for  me.  I  want  you  to  rite  me  soon. 
I  say  my  prayers  every  night,  and  to  be  a  good  boy.  My  love 
to  all.  Alfred  Warrington. 


May  31st,  1860. 

Dear  Friend, — I  would  like  very  much  to  hear  how  my  school- 
mates are  getting  along,  and  William  H.  Lee  especially.  My 
greatest  object  in  writing  now  is  to  ask  you  how  my  brother 
Franklin  Wilkinson  is  getting  along.  Mr.  Garretson  requested  me 
to  ask  you  if  he  is  well  enough  to  come  out  in  the  country;  he 
would  like  to  have  him  now,  as  it  is  a  busy  time  of  the  year,  and 
a  good  time  to  learn  him  bow  to  work.  He  will  have  a  very  good 
place.  I  think  a  great  deal  of  the  family ;  tell  him  it  is  a  beautiful 
place  where  he  lives.  It  is  along  the  river  and  canal,  I  like  my 
place  very  well,  and  the  longer  1  am  here  the  better  I  like  it.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Staats  are  very  kind  to  me,  and  I  don't  think  I  could  get 
a  better  place  if  I  tried.  Tell  Miss  Young  she  must  excuse  me  for 
not  writing ;  after  harvest  I  will  write  to  her.  It  is  such  a  beau- 
tiful time  just  now,  that  when  I  get  time  to  write  I  feel  so  lazy  I 
can  not  get  my  brains  together.  I  must  close  now — good  by. 
Give  my  best  respects  to  teachers  and  scholars.  Please  write  as 
soon  as  you  receive  these  few  lines ;  and  let  me  know  how  Frank 
is  geting  along. 

Yours,  sincerely,  Rodrick  Wilkexsox. 


Stosset,  January  17th,  1860. 
Dear  Children,— I  improve  the  first  opportunity  that  offers  in 
writing  to  you.  I  hope  you  are  all  well ;  and  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  I  arrived  home  safely  the  same  evening.  I  was  very  glad  tb 
see  so  very  many  happy,  strange  faces,  and  was  very  much  pleased 
to  see  the  "new  little  infant  school;  and  was  very  much  pleased  to 
hear  the  dear  little  infant  children  sing.  How  glad  I  was  to  see 
them  behave  themselves  so  very  nicely,  and  I  was  much  more 
pleased  to  hear  the  largest  school  singing,  and  was  very  thankful 
to  hear  their  sweet  voices,  and  was  very  much  obliged  to  Miss 
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Young,  and  I  hope  the  dear  kind  teachers  are  well.  I  was  also 
very  much  pleased  to  see  the  No.  2  school,  and  to  see  the  old  shoe 
shop  again,  and  I  was  very  glad  to  see  every  thing  in  such  nice 
order,  and  evero  thing  going  on  regular.  1  hope  Miss  B.  is  well, 
and  L.  and  S.  E.  H.  likewise,  and  I  nope  Miss  T.  and  Miss  K.  is 
well.  I  was  very  thankful  for  my  New  Tear's  dinner,  and  was  very 
much  pleased  to  see  Mister  Davis'  family  all  alive  and  in  good 
health,  and  I  hope  my  dear  little  brother  is  well.  Give  my  best 
respeets  to  the  managers.  I  hope  you  will  be  good  children,  and 
I  hope  the  Lord  may  be  with  you  all  now  and  for  ever,  Amen. 

I  am  your  true  and  affectionate  brother, 

George  Roberts. 


Naw  York  Staqe,  Nov.  15th,  1860. 
Kind  Friend  Mr.  Davis, — I  am  happy  to  think  that  I  am  as  I 
should  be,— striving,  by  manly  principles,  to  gain  an  honest  liveli- 
hood, which  I  owe  to  you.  The  only  way  I  can  show  my  gratitude 
towards  you  is  by  my  future  conduct  and  good  behaviour,  and  I 
can  never  forget  my  orphan  home,  where  I  learned  ichat  it  requires 
to  make  a  man  of  good  morals.  I  now  bring  my  letter  to  a  close, 
with  my  most  hearty  thanks  and  never-dying  gratitude  for  your 
kindness  to  an  orphan  boy  in  the  hour  of  distress.  To  you  and 
the  ladies  good-bye.  James  Gomis 


New  York,  April,  1860. 

My  good  Friend, — 

Oh,  how  pleasant  as  I  roam 
Are  my  thoughts  of  my  orphan  home, 
And  those  happy  days  I  did  enjoy 
When  a  small  orphan  boy. 

Written  by  James  Gomis. 


Jan.  28th,  1860. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  now  about  to  atempt  to  write  an  old  Friend. 
Mr.  Davis,  how  do  you  get  along  with  your  great  Charge?  I,  for 
one,  miss  your  care.  How  i  long  to  see  you.  I  would  say  the 
Children,  but  i  don't  suppose  there  is  any  their  i  used  to  kn  w.  I 
hope  and  trust  we  shall  meet  agaiu.  Oh,  my  Hart  begins  to  beat. 
Writing  now  makes  me  feel  sad.  When  i  reflect  and  think  of  old 
times,  and  of  the  Giy,  Boyish  sports  of  younger  Days,  and  then 
see  where  i  am  now,  away  from  my  old  friends,  it  makes  me  sad  »t 
times.  But  turn  over  and  let  the  Dark  side  go.  How  many 
Children  is  in  the  infant  School,  the  midle,  the  large  School  ?  Do 
the  Boys  skip,  play,  Jump,  and  run  as  much  as  they  did  when  i 
was  in  the  Group  ?  i  presume  they  Do.  you  must  not  think  that 
i  am  inquisitive — i  can  not  help  it.    Give  my  love  to  all. 

I  ramain  yours,  &c",  &c, 

'George  Wesley  Thompson. 


New  Havbn,  Conn.,  Nov.  11th,  1860. 
Dear  Friends  at  the  Asylum— I  suppose  you  must  wonder  by  this 
time  what  has  become  of  me,  but  I  am  still  in  the  land  of  the  liv- 
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ing,  well  and  as  happy  as  can  be.  I  hope  you  all  enjoy  that  great 
blessing— good  health  ;  if  you  do,  I  am  sure  I  am  very  glad  of  it. 
Since  you  last  saw  me,  the  lady  with  whom  I  live  has  moved,  and 
we  now  live  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  Trenton  is  a  very  preity 
place,  and  I  like  the  change  very  much.  I  have  been  staying  with 
Mrs.  Armstrong  all  the  summer  in  New  Haven,  that  is  where  her 
parents  live,  and  I  expect  to  go  back  to  Trenton  soon.  I  do  not 
know  whether  we  shall  stop  in  New  York  or  not.  I  hope  we  shall, 
for  I  would  like  to  see  you  all  so  much.    I  have  grown  such  a 

Freat  girl  that  I  am  afraid  you  will  not  know  me  ;  however,  when 
tell  you  who  I  am,  you  will  soon  recognize  me,  if  not  before.  I 
would  very  much  like  to  know  whether  any  of  you  have  ever  seen 
or  heard  any  thing  of  my  mother ;  if  you  have,  do  please  tell  me, 
and  the  next  time  you  see  her  ask  her  to  write  to  me.  I  was  much 
obliged  to  Mr.  Davis  for  sending  me  that  annual  report.  I  have 
read  it  a  greut  maney  times.  I  could  not  but  laugh  when  I  read 
Hannah  Piner's  letter.  Really  she  seemed  to  be  in  very  high 
spirits.  Are  all  the  teachers  pretty  well  ?  I  hope  so.  Please  give 
my  love  to  all  in  the  house.  I  suppose  you  will  want  to  know  how 
that  pain  in  my  side  is  ?  It  comes  quite  frequently,  and  sometimes 
very  severely.  I  really  have  given  up  all  hopes  of  it  ever  leaving 
me.  Mrs.  Armstrong  has  tried  every  remedy,  and  has  spoken  to  a 
doctor  about  it,  who  says  he  thinks  it  is  symptoms  of  Liver  Com- 
plaint. Piease  answer  this  as  soon  as  yoc  can,  for  I  am  not  only 
very  anxious  to  hear  from  you,  but  I  may  go  home,  and  then  I 
would  not  be  so  likely  to  get  it.  So  you  will  please  answer  it  pretty 
soon.  I  go  to  Sabbath  School  every  Sunday  when  I  am  in  Trenton, 
and  I  go  to  Sunday  School  here  in  "New  Haven.  Please  tell  me  in 
your  letter  how  Mrs.  Ostrander  is,  and  tell  her  how  sorry  I  was  not 
to  see  her  when  I  was  in  New  York,  and  remember  me  to  her. 
Give  my  love  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chasty,  and  to  Mary  Jane.  Give  my 
love  to  Mr.  Griffin,  and  teil  him  Jane  has  not  forgotten  him.  Oh 
dear !  I  have  written  so  much  that  really  my  hands  are  cramped 
from  it,  for  I  do  not  write  very  often.  You  must  not  think  I  am 
cross  because  I  say  O  dear,"  for  my  fingers  do  feel  very  much 
cramped.  You  must  excuse  the  exceeding  lightness  of  this  letter, 
but  when  I  am  writiDg  to  you  it  puts  me  in  such  good  spirits 
that  I  hardly  know  what  I  sa'y;  and  now  I  must  say  good  night.  O 
do,  please,  write  as  soon  as  you  can '? 

"  Yours  truly,  Jane  Guise. 

P.  S. — Please  excuse  this  poor  writing  and  my  maney  mistakes, 
and  tell  me  of  them  in  your  letter,  that  I  may  "be  more  careful  in 
future.  J.  G. 


[The  writer  of  the  following  letter  is  now  a  young  man  of  great  promise — 
doing  credit  to  all  concerned  in  his  education.  His  brother,  Frank  Potter,  has 
just  completed  his  term  of  apprenticeship,  with  equal  credit  and  success.  They 
have  both  superior  talents,  strict  integrity  and  persevering  industry.] 

Boston,  Dec.  25th,  1860. 

Esteemed  Friends, — Perhaps  from  my  long  silence  you  may  im- 
agine, I  have  forgotten  the  relations  that  once  connected  meVith 
the  invaluable  Institution  of  which  you  are  the  long  tried  and 
faithfull  supporters. 

To-day  is  Christmass,  and  thousands  are  enjoying  the  festivities 
of  this  precious  Holiday — whose  advent  is  ever  hailed  with  joy, 
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sacred  for  the  nature  of  its  origin,  and  for  the  the  beauties  that  ever 
cluster  around  it. 

To-day  the  Merchant  and  the  labourer  rest  from  care  and  toil, 
and  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  their  own  hearthstone,  around  which 
cluster  the  loved  ones  of  home.  I  know  of  no  greater  pleasure  to 
me,  than  the  penning  of  a  few  lines  to  you— I  well  remember  the 
last  Cnristmass  that  I  spent  at  the  Asylum,  Oh,  how  I  would  like 
to  step  in  to-day,  and  see  the  happy  gathering  of  well  cared-for- 
children,  and  hear  the  repitition  01  those  songs  that  were  sung  loDg 
years  ago,  with  such  earnestness  and  effect,  and  more  than  all,  to 
see  the  Managers  eyeing  the  scene,  with  honest  pride,  and  with 
countenances  lit  up  with  the  sunbeams  of  gratification.  Few,  but 
those  of  experience,  fully  understand  the  great  good  done  to  those 
who  were  brought  up  under  the  teachings  of  that  Institutione. 
'Tis  true  many  go  astray,  but  they  cannot ;  never— forget  the  les- 
sons that  were  imparted  to  them. 

Oft  times  when  I  am  in  deep  reverie  of  the  past,  my  mind  will 
wander  back  to  the  days  of  childhood— scenes  ever  dear  to  my 
heart — and  as  memory  reproduces  things,  just  as  they  were  in  days 

fone  by,  the  tears  unbidden  will  start.  I  well  remember  the  day 
left  for  a  new  home  in  the  country.  A  Bible  was  given,  and  I 
was  told  I  must  battle  with  the  temptations  of  the  world,  and 
strive  to  maintain  a  position  as  a  Man  amongst  Men,  if  I  done  that, 
the  Managers  would  ask  no  more,  but  feel  repaid  for  their  labor. 
Happily  I  have  thus  far  withstood  the  temptations  of  wrongs,  often 
when  discouraged,  by  those  misfortunes  so  frequent  in  life,  I  have 
found  council  and  cheer  in  that  little  Bible,  the  pages  of  whieh  are 
yet  unsoiled,  and  which  shall  be  my  Chart  on  the  broad  ocean  of 
human  existance.  Sometimes  when  wronged,  I  fain  would  have 
sought  retaliation  and  perhaps  brought  shame  and  disgrace,  but 
conscience  has  kept  the  counsels  given  fresh  before  me,  and  thus 
preserved  me  from  harm.  I  tnank  you  for  the  kind  attention  given 
me  in  my  younger  Days — to  you  I  owe  all  that  I  now  am,  and  my 
effort  shall  ever  be,  to  aet  as  a  light  of  the  Institution  in  which  I 
was  reared — and  perhaps  in  years  to  come  I  may  render  aid  in  the 
sustaining  the  Noble  Institution,  erected  by  a  noble  band  of 
Christians."  It  is  with  pride  that  I  couple  my  name  with  the  In- 
stitution, and  it  shall  be  my  care  to  bring  no  reproach,  but  by 
good  deportment  ever  win  the  esteem  of  all,  and  retain  the  pleas- 
ant memory  of  my  Benefactors. 

Remaining  your  humble  servant,  I  close,  wishing  you  a  Happy 
New  Year. 

Geo.  "W.  Potter. 


